US CMA Eligibility: Requirements & Qualifications to
Get Started

The Certified Management Accountant (CMA) certification is a globally recognized credential in
management accounting and financial management. Earning the US CMA certification can open
doors to diverse career opportunities, enhance professional credibility, and increase earning
potential. Before embarking on the journey to become a CMA, understanding the US CMA
eligibility requirements is crucial. This guide covers all the necessary qualifications and criteria
to help you get started.

What is the US CMA Certification?

The US CMA (Certified Management Accountant) is a professional certification awarded by the
Institute of Management Accountants (IMA). It is designed for finance professionals who
specialize in management accounting and strategic financial management. The certification
validates expertise in financial analysis, budgeting, performance management, cost
management, and internal controls.



US CMA Eligibility Requirements

To pursue the US CMA certification, candidates must meet specific educational, professional,
and examination requirements. Understanding these eligibility criteria is essential to ensure a
smooth certification process.

1. Educational Qualification

The primary educational requirement for US CMA eligibility is a bachelor's degree from an
accredited college or university. The degree can be in any discipline, although a background in
accounting, finance, or business is advantageous. Candidates who hold professional
certifications equivalent to a bachelor's degree may also qualify.

Key Points:
e A bachelor's degree from a recognized institution
e Degree in any field (accounting, finance, or business preferred)
e Professional certifications equivalent to a bachelor's degree are acceptable
2. Professional Experience

Candidates must acquire relevant work experience to fulfill the US CMA eligibility requirements.
A minimum of two years of continuous work experience in management accounting or financial
management is required. This experience can be obtained before or within seven years after
passing the CMA exam.

Accepted Areas of Experience:

Financial reporting

Budget preparation

Cost analysis

Performance evaluation

Risk management

Internal auditing

Financial planning and analysis
US CMA Examination
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The US CMA certification requires candidates to pass two rigorous exam
parts:

Part 1: Financial Planning, Performance, and Analytics

External financial reporting decisions
Planning, budgeting, and forecasting
Performance management

Cost management



e Internal controls
e Technology and analytics

Part 2: Strategic Financial Management

Financial statement analysis
Corporate finance

Decision analysis

Risk management
Investment decisions
Professional ethics

Candidates must complete both parts within a three-year period. Success in these exams
demonstrates proficiency in critical accounting and financial management areas.

4. IMA Membership

Becoming a member of the Institute of Management Accountants (IMA) is a prerequisite for US
CMA eligibility. Membership provides access to study resources, professional development
opportunities, and a global network of accounting professionals.

5. Compliance with Ethical Standards

Candidates must comply with the IMA's Statement of Ethical Professional Practice. This
requirement emphasizes the importance of integrity, objectivity, confidentiality, and
professionalism in the accounting and financial management field.

Steps to Get Started with the US CMA Certification

1. Evaluate Educational Qualification Ensure your educational background meets the US
CMA eligibility criteria. If uncertain, verify the accreditation of your degree with the IMA.

2. Gain Relevant Work Experience If you are still working towards the required experience,
seek roles involving financial analysis, budgeting, cost management, or internal controls.

3. Join the IMA Register as a member of the IMA to begin your CMA journey. Membership
offers access to valuable study materials, exam support, and professional development.

4. Enroll in the CMA Program Enroll in the CMA program through the IMA website to
become an official candidate. This step allows you to schedule exams and access exam
preparation resources.

5. Prepare for the US CMA Exam Dedicate sufficient time to study the US CMA syllabus.
Utilize official textbooks, practice questions, and mock exams to strengthen your
knowledge. Develop a study plan that aligns with your schedule and exam dates.

6. Register for the Exam Schedule your exam through the Prometric testing center. Choose
convenient exam dates and locations to ensure adequate preparation.


https://www.vglearningdestination.com/cma/
https://www.vglearningdestination.com/cma/

7.

Pass the US CMA Exam Complete both parts of the US CMA exam within the specified
three-year period. Achieving passing scores on both exams demonstrates your
proficiency in management accounting and financial management.

Fulfill Work Experience Requirement Submit proof of your professional experience to the
IMA. This verification process finalizes your certification.

Earn the US CMA Certification Upon fulfilling all requirements, receive your US CMA
certification. This achievement validates your expertise and enhances your career
prospects.

Career Benefits of US CMA Certification

The US CMA certification offers numerous career advantages, including:

Increased job opportunities in management accounting, financial management, and
corporate finance

Higher earning potential compared to non-certified professionals

Enhanced professional credibility and recognition in the global finance industry

Access to leadership roles in multinational corporations

Opportunities to work in diverse industries, including manufacturing, banking, healthcare,
and consulting

Skills Developed Through US CMA Certification

The US CMA program equips candidates with critical skills required in
modern financial management roles:

Financial analysis and reporting
Budgeting and forecasting

Performance evaluation and improvement
Risk assessment and management
Decision-making based on financial data
Ethical financial practices

Maintaining the US CMA Certification

After obtaining the US CMA certification, professionals must meet continuing professional
education (CPE) requirements. Completing a minimum of 30 hours of CPE annually, including
two hours of ethics, ensures knowledge remains current and relevant.

Final Thoughts

Pursuing the US CMA certification is a rewarding journey that enhances professional growth
and career advancement. Understanding the US CMA eligibility requirements is the first step
toward achieving this prestigious designation. By meeting the educational, professional, and



examination criteria, candidates can unlock a world of opportunities in management accounting
and financial management. Start your US CMA journey today and take the first step toward a
successful and fulfilling career.
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