Top 7 Mistakes to Avoid When Submitting
Your Saudi eVisa Application

Traveling to Saudi Arabia has never been easier, thanks to the Saudi eVisa, a convenient digital
visa available to citizens from over 60 countries. Whether you're visiting for tourism, Umrah
(excluding Haijj), business, or family purposes, the Saudi e visa application process is fast,
user-friendly, and entirely online. However, many applicants still face rejections or delays due to
simple yet costly mistakes.

In this article, we’ll walk you through the top 7 common mistakes to avoid when applying for
your Saudi eVisa, ensuring a smooth and successful experience.

1. Submitting Incomplete or Incorrect Information

One of the most common reasons for a rejected Saudi e visa application is providing incorrect
or incomplete information. This can include:

e Misspelled names
e Incorrect passport numbers
e Wrong date of birth

e Mismatched personal details

Always double-check every entry against your passport before submission. Even small errors
can result in processing delays or outright rejection of your Saudi eVisa application.

2. Uploading an Invalid Photo or Document

The Saudi eVisa system requires a clear, passport-style photo and a scanned copy of your
passport. Many applicants make the mistake of uploading:

e Blurry or low-resolution images
e Selfies instead of official photos

e Scanned documents with missing corners or dark shadows


https://www.saudiaevisa.org/complete-guide-to-saudi-arabia-e-visa

Follow the official guidelines closely. Your photo should be recent, front-facing, with a white
background, and meet the size specifications listed during the Saudi e visa application process.

3. Applying Too Close to Your Travel Date

While the Saudi eVisa is generally processed within 24 to 72 hours, delays can happen. Many
travelers apply at the last minute, leaving little room for unexpected issues such as:

e Technical glitches
e Additional verification

e Incorrect documents

To avoid stress, submit your Saudi e visa application at least 7 to 10 days before your planned
travel date. This gives you ample time to make corrections if needed.

4. Choosing the Wrong Visa Type
Saudi Arabia offers various visa types, including:

e Tourist visa (via the Saudi eVisa portal)

e Business visa

e Umrah visa (via Saudi eVisa for eligible countries)

e Work and family visit visas (handled differently)

Applicants sometimes choose the wrong visa category, especially when visiting for Umrah.
Remember: the Saudi eVisa covers Umrah outside the Hajj season for eligible nationalities, but
it does not cover Haijj pilgrims.

Ensure your purpose of travel aligns with the visa type you select during your Saudi e visa

application.

5. Not Purchasing the Mandatory Insurance

When applying for a Saudi eVisa, you're required to purchase mandatory travel insurance,
which is bundled with the visa fee. However, skipping this or choosing an unapproved policy can
invalidate your application.


https://www.saudiaevisa.org/visa

The Saudi e visa application system usually assigns an insurance provider automatically during
the application. Be sure to review the insurance terms and keep a copy for your travel
documents.

6. Using Expired or Soon-to-Expire Passports
A common oversight is applying with a passport that:

e |s already expired

e Will expire within six months from your travel date
Saudi Arabia requires that your passport be valid for at least six months from the date of entry.
Submitting an application with an ineligible passport will lead to automatic rejection of your
Saudi eVisa.

Always check your passport’s expiration date before starting the Saudi e visa application
process.

7. Ignoring the Rules for Multiple Entries and Stay Limits

The Saudi eVisa typically grants multiple entries over a one-year period, with a maximum stay of
90 days per visit. However, some travelers misunderstand these terms and:

e Overstay their visa
e Try to re-enter immediately after exiting

e Assume it allows unlimited access throughout the year

Violating these conditions can result in hefty fines, blacklisting, or entry denial on future trips.
Always follow the Saudi eVisa regulations and respect your permitted stay duration.

Final Thoughts

Applying for the Saudi eVisa is a straightforward process—when done correctly. By avoiding
these seven common mistakes, you can save time, money, and avoid the frustration of visa
denial. From double-checking your personal information to ensuring passport validity and
choosing the correct visa type, a little preparation goes a long way.



Whether you're embarking on a spiritual journey, visiting family, or exploring Saudi Arabia’s rich
culture and landscapes, the Saudi e visa application makes it easier than ever to enter the
Kingdom. Just remember to apply early, follow the rules, and avoid shortcuts.
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